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\ - COOPERATION BETWEEN BLACK AND
WHITE WOMEN IN THE EARLY YEARS

IVEN THE INSTITUTIONALIZED Divided over whether to support these
URE OF SLAVERY, THE STRUGGLE advances for African American men at the
IN THE MOVEMENT AGAINST expense of all women, the American Equal
M) IN THE EARLY DAYS BROUGHT Rights Association split into two groups in
IONISTS AND WOMEN'S 1869: the National Woman Suffrage
ACTIVITIES TOGETHER. Association, headquartered in New York by
, however, the issue of race would Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony,
siveness in the movement. Race was  and the American Woman Suffrage Association,
an issue for suffragists as it was headquartered in Boston by Lucy Stone and
eople during the period of suffrage Henry Blackwell. This split marks a difference
in ideology, but African Americans ended up
in both organizations. For example, Sojourner
3 ontinued to work together, Truth, Harriet Tu.brTmn, (h.e Purvis fa.mily and
. ; hization. The American  Charlotte E. Ray joined with the National
[ established in 1866 Woman Suffrage Association while Josephine
St. Pierre Ruffin aligned with the American
‘Woman Suffrage Association.

he abolition and women’s

, hired African
uch as Louisa
audiences around
convince them
| all women to
tla 'ng slavery
| States

DISFRANCHISEMENT

BY

DR. W. E. BURGHARDT DUBOIS

% "

Overt Racism after 1890

WITH THE MERGER OF THE NATIONAL (NWSA)
AND AMERICAN (AWSA) WOMAN SUFFRAGE
ASSOCIATIONS IN 1889 INTO THE NATIONAL
AMERICAN WOMAN SUFFRAGE ASSOCIATION
(NAWSA), THE MOVEMENT CHANGED DIRECTION.
The NWSA heralded a broad array of women'’s issues, from
“equal pay for equal work” (a common phrase by the 1850s)
to a woman’s right to be, in Elizabeth Cady Stanton’s words,
“the absolute sovereign of herself.” While more conservative,
ESbEsked by: the; the AWSA nonetheless concerned itself with issues like the
NATIONAL AMERICAN WOMAN SUFFRAGE ASSOCIATION o o
AP QUARTIES; 806 FIPYH AVE. NEW YooE conditions of working women. The merger changed everythin,
The vote increasingly became the single issue of the movement,
and with it, an often covert, sometimes overt racist pandering
to gain the support of Southern states, and a blatant
6. Dangerous Arguments. xenophobia appealing to anti-immigrant sentiment. State
suffrage organizations were allowed to segregate and work for
the vote for white women only. Give women the right to vote,
the argument went, because white women outnumber all
African-Americans and immigrants and woman suffrage
is a way to maintain white, native-born supremacy. While
suffragists might be publicly friendly to black women, the
movement at the same time utilized racism and xenophobia as
a strategy. W.E.B. Du Bois, a prominent civil right activist and
supporter of women'’s rights, argued strongly that such tactics
< were self-defeating. He believed that civil rights could not be
flective at times it " b lass on the truly gained by any group by denying the rights of others.
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