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Woman Suffrage
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Women voted in th

ot to adopt the repress
the ladies were “bound to foment a rebellion

as brought up in Constitutional Conventions in
the 1848 Seneca Falls con ion and the

oman'’s property rights bill s

gine that women have the responsibility to choose all

bolitical representatives, removing from office anyone who

~ did not address the wishes and needs of the people looking
the seventh generation ahead.

IMAGINE WOMEN LIVING IN A WO

FROM VIOLENCE COMMITTED AGAINS ,
having the final say in matters of war and peace,

and having the absolute right to their own bodies.
Economically independent, imagine that women are
also responsible for planning the spiritual ceremonies.
Haudenosaunee (traditional Iroquois) women have
had this authority—and more—since centuries before
Europeans came to these shores.

When women in New York State began to organize for
their rights in 1848, they took their cue from the nearby
native communities, where women lived in the world
that non-native women could only dream abo
Haudenosaunee women fired the revolutionary vision
of early feminists by providing a model of freedom and
agency. Euro-American women learned and were inspired
by the Native American women’s control of their bodies
and property, religious voice, custody of their children,
satisfying work, and absence of rape and domestic
violence. Finally, they saw political equality in action,

as clan mothers nominated the chiefs, held them in
position, and removed them, if necessary. Everyone

had a voice in decisions, women and men equally.
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