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Not only did the Erie Canal open the American interior to increased trade, 
commerce, and settlement, it also became an "information superhighway" 
for new ideas. Social reforms like abolition, women's rights, utopianism, 
and various religious movements thrived along the Erie Canal and beyond.
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Moving Ideas

In October 1835, the �rst convention of the 
Anti-Slavery Society took place in Utica, NY.
Proceedings of the �rst annual meeting of the New-York State Anti-slavery Society
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Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony were two of 
America’s most important leaders in the 19th century’s quest for 
women’s rights. Both had been active in the anti-slavery and 
temperance movements before turning to build a mass 
movement for women’s rights. The very �rst convention held to 
advocate for women’s rights took place in Seneca Falls, NY, within 
12 miles of the Erie Canal, with over 400 women in attendance.
Left to Right: Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony
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Art and literature re�ected a growing disillusionment 
with the commercialization and industrialization 
changing the landscape around them. The artists of 
the Hudson River School, including Bierstadt, Cole, 
Durand and Church, attempted to capture the lost 
sense of the sublime and untamed wilderness that had 
characterized the American West before the intrusion 
of “civilization.”
Dover Plains, by Asher B. Durand
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Just two years after the Erie Canal opened in 
1825, slavery was abolished in New York State. 
The Canal acted as a route on the Underground 
Railroad, helping move freedom-seekers to 
Canada or cities along the Canal.
Map showing routes of the Underground Railway in Central and Western New York
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The movement for the prohibition of alcohol was also widespread 
in the Erie Canal corridor and long before national prohibition, 
many canalside communities, such as Port Byron, NY, voted to 
go “dry” and ban alcohol. 
Poster for announcing prohibition meetings, Utica, NY
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