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Dreamers & Builders

The Erie Canal is one of the most famous bodies of water in the world. It
was designed, financed, built, operated, maintained and rebuilt several
times by the people of New York. Men with talent and vision, but little
training in engineering, charted the 363-mile course of the canal from
Albany to Buftalo.
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“In estimating the benefits of those immense public works, that will change
the internal relations of a great country, and create a new era in the history
of her trade, agriculture and manufactures, much must be left for time and
experience to reveal...”

Public Documents Relating to the New York Canals, Which are to Connect the Western and Northern Lakes with the Atlantic Ocean, with an Introduction, by the New York Corresponding Association for the Promotion of Internal Improvements, 1821
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Map of proposed Canal from Lake Erie to the Hudson River; 1817
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