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What Is a Seed Library?

• A seed library is a community-based 

collection of seeds that are shared 

and distributed among members, 

similar to a traditional library

• Community members can “borrow” 

seeds, grow plants, save seeds, and 

if they choose, return some seeds to 

replenish the library’s stock

• Seed libraries promote seed 

diversity, community networking, 

food sovereignty, and localized 

gardening knowledge – they are a 

free educational resource for all 

communities
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Seed Library Facts 

• Over 450 seed libraries in the U.S., 

with many more seed exchanges 

• Often located in public libraries and 

other community centers

• The Seed Library Network Census 

has counted over 2,000 seed-lending 

libraries/exchanges internationally

• The first contemporary seed library was created 

in 1999 at the Berkeley Ecology Center - the Bay 

Area Seed Interchange Library (BASIL)

• The first seed library to be established in a 

public library was at the Gardiner Public Library 

in Gardiner, New York and was developed by 

Ken Greene in 2004
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Why Are Seed Libraries Important?

• Food sovereignty/security

• Creating community

• Local resilience

• Food justice

• Educational gardening resource 

• Preserving genetic diversity

• Overcomes lack of access of seeds

• Allows communities to experiment 

• Encourages gardening

• Saves money 

• Ties into other survival skills; e.g. canning, 

preserving

• Provides alternatives to GMOs

• Preserves culturally important seeds, 

family/community seeds

• Allows localized knowledge/networks to grow 
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Where to Begin?

Donations 
& 
Purchases
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Donations or Purchases?
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The Free

• Sow Right Seeds, Hudson Valley Seed Company

• Free seeds available via donation forms

The Cheap

• Gardeners Basics, High Mowing Organic Seeds, Home 

Grown Garden 

• Affordable kits for large amounts of seeds 

• May need help from Friends org

Portland, OR

Accord, NY

Spanish Fork, VT

Wolcott, VT

Ramsey, NJ
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Donations: What to Expect
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Donation Form: Sow Right Seeds

1
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Donation Form: Sow Right Seeds

2
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Donation Form: Sow Right Seeds
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Confirmation Email: Sow Right Seeds
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Take Heed of Stipulations 
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Request Forms for Hudson Valley 
& High Mowing Seeds
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For Your Consideration 

14

• Consider your audience! 

• Urban libraries – prioritize container 

plants/gardening!

• Rural libraries- prioritize non-

container/in-ground plants!

• Obtain input from community 

members about their ‘Seed Needs’ –

polling never hurts! 

• The goal is to obtain as many free 

resources as possible – while 

minimizing labor and costs
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But Have You Also Considered?
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• Supplement with introductory garden 

books/collection development

• Integration with Tool Library, if you have 

one 

• Community health and healthy eating 

initiatives 

• Partnering with Community Organizations –

especially for volunteers and people-power

• Community orgs might provide speakers and 

community resources that can help with 

programming
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Libraries and Food Justice 
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• Everybody deserves to eat - food is a human right 

• “For a community to be secure, food must be 

accessible (physically and economically), 

affordable, and nutritious.” 

• Enduring racial wealth divide in the U.S. 

economy shaped by systemic racism – profoundly 

impacts food security for communities of color

• Lack of quality food access due to economic and 

geographic limitations – resulting from 

discriminatory policies and practices

https://www.urbanlibraries.org/files/UL

C-White-Paper_Food-is-a-Right_2023.pdf
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Libraries and Food Justice 
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• Individuals who face food insecurity demonstrate 

“adverse social, physical, and psychological 

outcomes”

• Outcomes range from diabetes and hypertension 

to behavioral challenges and developmental 

delays

• Library presence in underserved areas is 

significant – large overlap between areas without 

nourishing options and areas with public libraries 

- therefore, libraries can have the biggest impact

• Seed libraries can work hand in hand with food 

distribution for youth and adults

https://www.urbanlibraries.org/files/ULC-

White-Paper_Food-is-a-Right_2023.pdf
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Home Grown Gardens: Grow 
Guides
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• Each of these Grow Guides is a free, 

downloadable PDF packet
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Gardeners Basics: Vault Kits & Grow Kits 

19



BEST FOR You
ORGANICS COMPANY

Sow Right Seeds: Planter’s Library
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Sow Right Seeds: Planter’s Library
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Jackpot! 
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Basic Hardware

Here’s what you’ll need in the way 
of physical items and costs 
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Excel Spreadsheets for Inventory
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Plymouth District Library (Michigan)

• Get creative with repurposing!

• Doesn’t have to be a Card 

Catalog! 

• Consider the size of your space

• Consider your budget

• Consider climactic conditions

• Language/accessibility needs

Housing & Storage
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Housing & Storage
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Housing & Storage
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• Keep storage climate dry, 

cool, and dark

• Avoid high humidity, 

warmth, and moisture 

• Rodents are attracted to 

seeds – whether town 

mouse or country mouse

• Rodent-proof storage 

containers – don’t leave 

seeds out in the open
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University of Utah Seed Library     
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San Diego County Library
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Central Library, Indianapolis, IN

Madison Seed Library, Madison, FL
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Portland District Seed Library, Portland, MI Bedford Seed Library, Bedford, NH
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The Walpole Seed Library, Walpole, MA
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Envelopes
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• 2½” x 4¼” of No. 

3 Coin Envelopes

• Typically sold in 

quantity of 500

• Ordering online is 

cheaper, but stick 

to your values
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Labels
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• Avery 5163 Labels, 2”x4” 

(OR)

• Uline Laser Labels, 2”x4”

• Download Template from 

Avery Website and open 

with Microsoft Word

• Design to your color 

preferences and seed types



BEST FOR You
ORGANICS COMPANY

FLOWER  HERB FRUIT VEGETABLE
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Publicity & 
Promotion

Here’s what the patron-facing side 
of the Seed Library will look like
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Signage: What to Include
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• Borrowing/Check-Out procedures

• How many packets allowed?

• Speak to library staff – or honor system?

• How to save seeds

• Seed viability chart

• Seed planting times/chart 

• Upcoming events 

• Community partnerships/organizations/plugs 

• Hardiness zone maps Richmond Free Library (Richmond, VT)
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Patron Sign-Out Sheet 
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Crafting a Handy Brochure - Front
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Crafting a Handy Brochure - Back 
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Seed Donations Box & Flyer 
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Working with Sponsors & Community Orgs
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Working with Sponsors & Community Orgs
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• Local sustainability groups

• Community gardening clubs

• Local seed savers groups 

• Cooperative Extensions 

• Library and community space holders

• University/Community College Horticulture 

Departments

• Library/Community Volunteers  

• Teachers/Gardeners/Volunteers willing to help 

with programs/maintenance of seed library 

• Seed Bomb programs and Plant Exchanges are 

particularly popular

• Invite speakers from these orgs to promote them

• Use social media to tap into local groups that 

already exist and share your goals 
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The Finished Product 
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We will now break to take a peek at the Niagara Falls Public 
Library website! 
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Norris Seed Library  (Norris, TN)



BEST FOR You
ORGANICS COMPANY54

Norris Seed Library  (Norris, TN)
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Thank You!
Gabriel Fox

+1 716-286-4881

gfox@nioga.org

www.niagarafallspubliclib.org


