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Hello!
I’m Kelly Jensen

Editor @ Book Riot, Author of 3 YA 
Anthologies, Former Public Librarian

You can find me: 
@veronikellymars on Twitter 
stackedthoughts.substack.com
kelly@riotnewmedia.com



What We’ll 
Cover

▫ Who are the book 
banners and why do they 
insist they don’t ban 
books?

▫ Future targets of book 
banning & censorship

▫ Book bans, trauma, & 
nurturing an environment 
responsive to employee 
mental health
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1.
Who Are The 
Book Banners?
And Why Do They Insist They Don’t Ban Books?



“



Moms For 
Liberty

▫ “Biggest” players in the game–in 
terms of media attention

▫ 300 chapters, 47 states, 130,000+ 
members

▫ Ties to Ron DeSantis, Heritage Fund, 
Leadership Institute, Proud Boys, 
Three Percenters

▫ Founded by failed school board 
candidates in Florida



BookLook/BookLooks
“Review” database used to distribute biased information 
about “inappropriate” books.

Creators Deny It’s Theirs

“UBC” Ratings
Counting curse words, “sexual” scenes, religious beliefs

Except when they don’t…

https://bookriot.com/moms-for-liberty-booklooks/


BookLook.Info



BookLooks.org



So, Not The Miller Test?



Right, then…





Moms For 
Liberty

▫ It only takes 10 “liberty minded” 
people to launch a chapter

▫ Active omission of information 
fuels their success

▫ Review system is entering 
schools, libraries across US

▫ No requirements to join or lead 
other than attending meetings

https://bookriot.com/moms-for-liberty-is-lying-about-books/
https://bookriot.com/volusia-county-schools-fl-want-to-invest-in-moms-for-libertys-booklooks/
https://bookriot.com/volusia-county-schools-fl-want-to-invest-in-moms-for-libertys-booklooks/


If Moms For Liberty doesn’t seek to ban books, then what are their members doing, exactly?



No Left 
Turn in 
Education

▫ National group to instill “family values” 
and parental control in education

▫ Invested in defunding public education 
they believe to be politicized

▫ Explosive growth in 2021 thanks to 
Tucker Carlson

▫ Major proponents of homeschooling; 
fueling “groomer” rhetoric

https://www.facebook.com/groups/403884907460354/


RatedBooks.Org
“Review” database used to distribute biased information 
about “inappropriate” books.

LaVerna/Mary in the Library

“UBC” Ratings
Counting curse words, “sexual” scenes, religious beliefs

Active Facebook groups tracking *where* the books are 
located

https://www.ratedbooks.org/nlte


RatedBooks.org



Mary in the Library/LaVerna in the Library



Bruce Friedman, NLTE President, Clay County (FL)

Bruce keeps his own diary of naughty books & challenges 100s at a time.

http://wethepeople2.us/inappropriate-books-in-school/?fbclid=IwAR3fP85eJx8NHnVIsurmkAOg-TuOewXukzDNp_zMc1Vl2Cu0lCQ-l9cu934


Bruce is fun at parties

He’s not banning books, though. He’s challenging them. Especially when the author doesn’t agree with his agenda. 



Defenders of “Freedom of Speech” Love Censorship.

Bruce got my book Body Talk banned 
in Clay County, Florida, schools 

because of my reporting on him. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1iP1nVObzc_x1LgOUTEwf7w_t9Q7j4zRXan_mTL_6k0I/edit#gid=369888666




New York 
Book Crisis 
Actors & 
Affiliates
Include…

▫ Western New York Students First
▫
▫ Mass Resistance 
▫
▫ Moms For Liberty
▫
▫ No Left Turn in Education
▫  

Groups also seem to be coming out of local 
organizations, including churches and gyms 
(See this story out of Hamburg!)

http://www.wnystudentsfirst.org/
https://www.massresistance.org/AboutUs.html
https://www.wkbw.com/news/local-news/orchard-park-gym-owner-arrested-for-criminal-trespass-for-attempting-to-attend-school-board-meeting


https://pen.org/report/book-bans-pressure-to-censor/


86% of books banned in 
schools during the 

2022-2020 school year were 
removed from “only” one or 

two schools.



https://pen.org/report/book-bans-pressure-to-censor/


It Is All A Game of Mis-, 
Dis-, and Mal- 
Information Through 
Semantics

See: Liberty, Parental Rights, Sexuality Education, 
Grooming, Pornography, Culture War, etc.



& The Semantics Aren’t 
Even Good

Blame the media here: “Culture War” isn’t what is 
happening. 



2.
What Are The 
Future Targets?
Keeping Up With & Getting Ahead of the Agenda 



Public 
Libraries & 
Their 
Funding

▫ Patmos Library (Jamestown, Michigan): Funding voted down multiple times 
thanks to misinformation campaign over 4 queer books on shelves. 

▫ Ridgeland, Missouri, mayor withheld funding over queer books to county 
library. 

▫ Samuels Public Library (VA): 53 members of a Catholic church convinced the 
county commissioner to withhold funding for not removing LGBTQ+ books 
they disliked. 

▫ Dayton Memorial Library (OR) faced closure due to a small, vocal group of 
book banners.

▫ At Akron Public Library (PA), attempts to defund because the library doesn’t 
“reflect conservative values.” 

▫ Attempts to defund public libraries in Llano County, Texas, following judicial 
order to put queer books back on shelves

▫ Threats to defund Westborough Public Library (MA) over a 
scientifically-accurate book for middle schoolers about…vaginas. By a 
medical doctor. 

https://twitter.com/veronikellymars/status/1589711141348835329
https://bookriot.com/ridgeland-public-library-fundraiser/
https://bookriot.com/samuels-public-library-may-close/
https://bookriot.com/samuels-public-library-may-close/
https://12ft.io/proxy?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.union-bulletin.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fgovernments%2Funcertain-fate-of-dayton-memorial-library-looms-after-board-meeting%2Farticle_60f34c0e-1795-11ee-acf2-9bc5069ae1c5.html
https://12ft.io/proxy?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.union-bulletin.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fgovernments%2Funcertain-fate-of-dayton-memorial-library-looms-after-board-meeting%2Farticle_60f34c0e-1795-11ee-acf2-9bc5069ae1c5.html
https://action.everylibrary.org/conservative_values
https://bookriot.com/llano-county-voting-to-close-library/
https://bookriot.com/llano-county-voting-to-close-library/
https://www.communityadvocate.com/2023/04/14/this-was-an-attempt-at-censorship-and-its-dangerous/


Rockwell 
Falls Public 
Library in 
Lake 
Luzerne, NY

After a small group of “concerned citizens” were angry about a drag storytime, those 
“concerned citizens” harassed staff. Staff quit in response–as of late November, there 
are three vacancies on the board and thus, no quorum. This community has had no 
public library for months. 

https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/punches-reportedly-thrown-lake-luzerne-library-18508494.php


Library 
Cooperatives 

▫ If your library is connected to others via 
cooperative or interlibrary loan agreements, 
what stops citizens from demanding 
dissolution?

▫ Has not been a huge issue–yet. Once the local 
level work is done, they’ll come here next. 
Why? “Indoctrination,” “Porn Peddling,”  beliefs 
related to library workers

▫ Macon County, North Carolina: anti-LGBTQ+ 
“activists” demand end of relationship with 
Fontana System due to potential to access 
material they don’t like. (They stayed for now).

https://thesouthernscoopnews.com/latest-news/macon-commissioners-side-with-patrons-asking-county-to-withdraw-from-the-fontana-regional-library-system
https://www.bpr.org/bpr-news/2023-04-12/macon-county-commissioners-decides-to-stay-in-fontana-regional-library-system-with-proposed-changes-to-the-regional-agreement


Professional 
Library 
Organizations

▫ Deep distrust and misinformation around ALA; 
Montana, Wyoming, Alabama, and several other 
states have withdrawn membership.

▫ Protests outside Texas Library Association 
conference (2022), Pennsylvania School Library 
Conference (2023)–why? Disliking the books, library 
workers, speakers, you name it.

▫ “World Library Association”: book banners + 
antagonists created their own association, to include 
Board members who ousted Campbell County, 
Wyoming’s library director. 

https://stackedthoughts.substack.com/p/the-book-banners-whove-launched-their


This individual–who is a published author–has 
recorded several presentations by 
anti-censorship activists, edited out the context, 
and fueled stories that are simply not true. 

https://www.mystateline.com/news/local-news/illinois-libraries-urged-to-withdraw-from-american-library-association-after-claims-its-leader-identifies-as-marxist/


School 
Libraries

▫ If the books won’t be removed, 
why not remove the libraries? 
Spotsylvania School District 
proposal (their board president 
also suggested burning naughty 
books)*

▫ Flagler County (FL) school board 
member suggests a similar idea.

*We’ll see this district again.

https://www.wric.com/news/virginia-news/spotsylvania-superintendent-floats-elimination-of-all-school-libraries/
https://www.wric.com/news/virginia-news/spotsylvania-superintendent-floats-elimination-of-all-school-libraries/
https://www.wvtf.org/2021-11-17/spotsylvania-county-book-controversy-gets-national-attention
https://www.wvtf.org/2021-11-17/spotsylvania-county-book-controversy-gets-national-attention
https://flaglerlive.com/188392/first-book-bans-now-school-libraries/


Book Fairs
▫ Scholastic book fairs have seen 

several challenges, including 
book removals and canceling of 
events that won’t restrict LGBTQ+ 
titles

▫ Adults volunteer to staff the book 
fairs in order to determine what 
kids can or cannot purchase or 
read, such as in Hastings, 
Minnesota

https://www.wyff4.com/article/book-removed-south-carolina-middle-school-book-fair/43603720
http://wfaa.com/article/news/education/grapevine-colleyville-isd-will-not-hold-scholastic-book-fairs-during-school-year/287-00395a61-d303-4a46-8347-53a4ac1d7f86
http://wfaa.com/article/news/education/grapevine-colleyville-isd-will-not-hold-scholastic-book-fairs-during-school-year/287-00395a61-d303-4a46-8347-53a4ac1d7f86
https://www.hastingsstargazette.com/news/hastings-school-board-members-discuss-censorship-accusations-after-board-members-remove-books-from-sale/article_389872da-9590-11ec-897d-ab75043dc350.html
https://www.hastingsstargazette.com/news/hastings-school-board-members-discuss-censorship-accusations-after-board-members-remove-books-from-sale/article_389872da-9590-11ec-897d-ab75043dc350.html
https://www.hastingsstargazette.com/news/hastings-school-board-members-discuss-censorship-accusations-after-board-members-remove-books-from-sale/article_389872da-9590-11ec-897d-ab75043dc350.html


Apparently, allowing other people’s 
children to buy the books for themselves 
is not appropriate, either. 

https://www.fox19.com/2023/09/02/graphic-novel-school-book-fair-deemed-offensive-inappropriate-by-some-parents/


https://bookriot.com/skytree-book-fairs/


Publishers 
Themselves

▫ Our friends in Texas don’t want to 
legislate guns, but they do want 
to sue publishers who 
“knowingly” “distribute” what 
they consider obscene materials 
and fail to “appropriate” rate 
them (it’s queer books, y’all). 

▫ Tennessee, too. 

https://www.courthousenews.com/proposed-texas-law-would-force-content-ratings-on-school-books/
https://www.courthousenews.com/proposed-texas-law-would-force-content-ratings-on-school-books/
https://www.courthousenews.com/proposed-texas-law-would-force-content-ratings-on-school-books/
https://bookriot.com/tennessee-obscenity-bill/


Book Ban Legislation, 2023

https://www.everylibrary.org/billtracking2023


Anti-Censorship Legislation, 2023

Ban Book Bans: Illinois 
resource to protect 
intellectual freedom. 

Other states: 
New York*
Massachusetts
New Jersey
Pennsylvania*
Wisconsin*

https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=2789&GAID=17&GA=103&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=147915&SessionID=112
https://www.banbookbans.com/home.html


*But Also…

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2023/S7766


Other 
Targets–both 
brewing and 
likely.

▫ Book Award Committees: because many 
collection policies require purchase of 
award-winning books, it’s no leap to see 
why book banners want a say in those 
books. (Fun fact: Illinois students named 
Gender Queer to the state awards list).

▫ Community Colleges, 4-Year Colleges, and 
Universities: See New College of Florida. 

▫ Apps which grant access to books (see 
Mississippi and Arkansas)

https://aisled.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/2023_Illinois_Lincoln_Award_Master_List-min.pdf
https://bookriot.com/hoopla-overdrive-libby-now-banned-for-those-under-18-in-mississippi/
https://arkansasadvocate.com/2023/11/17/central-arkansas-school-district-drops-librarys-digital-learning-tools-citing-lack-of-filter/


These manufactured 
problems have neat capitalist 

solutions to them from the 
very people creating the 

moral panic.

https://bookriot.com/bookmarked-app-to-ban-books/
https://bookriot.com/bookmarked-app-to-ban-books/


The Way Out Is Coming, Though…

http://bookriot.com/book-ban-lawsuits/


3.
Book Bans, Trauma, 
& Mental Health 

Nurturing a Safe Environment for Library Workers



What Is 
Trauma?

▫ Trauma is the response to an 
event–not the event itself

▫ Trauma keeps the body in 
perpetual fight-flight-freeze

▫ Trauma is not just PTSD or 
C-PTSD. It’s part of anyone’s 
experience



Trauma Is a 
Public 
Health Issue

▫ What does a trauma-informed 
approach to librarianship look 
like, especially in times of 
heightened political rhetoric 
directly targeting library 
workers?

▫ Trauma disintegrates social 
support systems, decreases job 
satisfaction, and has serious 
consequences for individuals, 
including neurological changes





Censors take advantage of this human 
vulnerability. 

Wear someone down enough and their 
body and mind stop responding normally.



Trauma, Mental Health, & Working With the Public

Trauma Burnout Overt + Casual Cruelty

Compassion Fatigue Vicarious trauma

Inclusive, safe 
spaces for all, 
including staff



The Long 
Term 
Reality

▫ Overlooking mental health and trauma in 
libraries means creating a toxic work 
environment, translating to a toxic space 
for community users

▫ A lack of support leads to burnout and 
the loss of vital voices in the community

▫ A field seeking to be more 
representative of the diversity of our 
world loses those staff members and 
perspectives.



For Managers



Diffuse Fight-Flight-Freeze Responses

55

Develop a self-care plan
Who will you contact when you need the pull the 
parachute? 

How will you respond to further questions or 
comments from patrons/trustees/parents/other 
stakeholders? 

Are you going to monitor conversations outside of 
your space or not?

Walk away from triggering space as 
soon as possible

 

Create a Safety Plan
Do you feel safe in your current 
environment and your home? 

If not, determine what space you may need 
to turn to for that in moments of crisis.

Spend 5-10 minutes focusing on your breathing to activate
the parasympathetic (rest and digest) nervous system

Move your body either with a walk, some light yoga, or other
physical activity–shake it out or dance to 3 or 4 favorite fast
paced songs



Once Fight 
Flight 
Freeze 
Subsides

▫ Do I need professional assistance outside 
my workplace to better understand these 
reactions?

▫ Record everything that transpired; document 
everything, even if in hindsight it feels minor. 
It's not.

▫ Create a document of your professional 
values and responsibilities and post it 
somewhere to remind you that the work 
you're doing is important.





Consider 
This:
Book bans offer something librarianship has 
not put enough time or consideration into: 
how to adequately care for, support, and 
accommodate the mental health and safety 
needs of its most valuable asset: its people.



More Resources
ProQOL: The Professional Quality of Life resource from Center for Victims of Torture offers 
tons of tools, guides, and insight into building a healthy professional life; may be useful for 
those seeking mental health to talk with their counselor about an assessment via proQOL.

Urban Library Trauma Study: Research on the unique trauma associated with working in an 
urban library; fortunately, less relevant to book bans right now, but an important look at 
trauma
in librarianship more broadly.

Trauma-Informed Librarianship 101 (Karina Hagelin): A toolkit for learning how to practice 
trauma-informed librarianship; useful for librarians and for working with patrons.

NASTAD: A useful self-assessment on burnout and secondary trauma that might help you 
in figuring out self-care next steps.

https://proqol.org/
https://urbanlibrariansunite.org/ults/?utm_source=pocket_reader
https://karinahagelin.com/blog/trauma-informed-librarianship-101
https://nastad.org/sites/default/files/2022-01/PDF-Microsite-Trauma-Toolkit-Vicarious-Trauma-Assessment.pdf?utm_source=pocket_saves


Thank You! 
Any Questions?


